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plans for launching a new movement. He said to them :
" I have never believed in secrecy, nor do I do so now. There are certainly
many plans floating in my brain. But just now, 1 merely allow them to float
in my brain. My first task is to educate the public mind in India and the
world opinion, in so far as I am allowed to do so. And when I have finished
that process to my satisfaction, 1 may have to do something. That something
may be very big, if the Congress is with me and the people are with me. Naturally,
I do want to carry the whole of the Congress with me if T can, as I want to carry
the whole of India with me. For, my conception of freedom is no narrow con-
ception. It is co-extensive with the freedom of man in all his majesty. I shall,
therefore, take no step without the fullest deliberation."37
Gandhiji was also keeping the American public informed about
the state of affairs in India. To Preston Cover of the Associated
Press of America, he said, " I have every right to expect America
to throw her full weight on the side of justice, if she is convinced
of the justice of the Indian cause/'
Gandhiji, it may be mentioned in passing, had been criticized,
justly or unjustly, by his countrymen, for showing weakness for
foreign journalists. Many of his important announcements were
released through international news agencies. Much later, in the
Harijan of April 21, 1942, he explained the position.
" An Indian journalist complains that our great men have a weakness for
foreign journalists to the extent of excluding Indians at their Press conferences,
and wonders whether I am myself free from this weakness. For myself, I can
say, without fear of contradiction that I have never been guilty of such partial-
ity. Having suffered a good deal for the crime of being an Asiatic, I am not
likely to be guilty of such weakness. And I must say that I know of no such
example as my friend adverts to, if only because public men can ill afford to
face a boycott by Indian Pressmen. What has happened with me and, so far as I
am aware, with others too is that they and I have found it necessary at times to
give special interviews to foreign journalists when it has been found necessary
in the interest of the common cause to get messages across the seas. It is
impossible in the present circumstance to do otherwise. It would be as foolish
to invite a boycott by foreign journalists and by Indian. An industrious person
will find out that Indian journalists have been preferred by Indian public men
again for the sake of the common cause. As a fellow journalist I would urge jour-
nalists, whether Indian or foreign to prefer their particular causes to their own
or their employer's pockets or to descending to recriminations or personalities."
In July 19, 1942, issue of the Harijan, Gandhiji wrote :
" Anxious enquiries are being made as to what I would do if the Harijan
was suppressed. ... I would ask the enquirers not to be agitated if Harijan
is suppressed. The Harijan may be suppressed, its message cannot be, so long
37 D. G. Tendulkar : Mahatma (V, K. Jhaveri and D. G. Tendulkar,
Bombay, 1953), Vol. VI, p. 3.
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